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to Germany and instructing the Committee of Three to make arrange-
ments, in consultation with the French and German Governments
and the Saar Governing Commission, for the change of regime and
for the carrying out of the special undertakings already negotiated.
Monsieur Laval, though accepting the resolution, drew the attention of
the Council to the important matters which remained to be settled and
insisted that the security of those who had voted for the status quo
must be effectively guaranteed by the undertakings entered into by the
German Government. From a feeling of humanity France was prepared
to receive refugees, but this problem was an international one, whose
' solution would devolve upon the League of Nations '-1 In answer to
Herr Hitler's plea for reconciliation Monsieur Laval said that France
{did not wish to cast the slightest reflection on the legitimate concern
that a great people was bound to feel for its national dignity, but
history showed her that she must live in security. Other nations
had the same rights . . . and no Government must hesitate to take
its share in the conclusion of pacts the precise object of which was
to ensure the essential reciprocal guarantees to each of the signatory
countries.' He went on to refer to the negotiations in progress with
regard to an Eastern Pact and to the possibility of extending the
benefits of the recently concluded Franco-Italian agreements to all
countries, and concluded his speech with an appeal for the help of
all countries in organizing peace, for which France would continue
to work within the framework of the League of Nations.2

The refugees of whom Monsieur Laval had spoken were already
crossing the frontier, and on the 23rd January it was officially
announced in the French Chamber of Deputies that 1,973 inhabitants
of the Saar, 442 other foreigners and 85 destitute French nationals
had already taken refuge in France, and next day it was reported that
8,019 permits had been issued to those who intended to emigrate.
There was some terrorism and panic just after the plebiscite, but,
after the first excitement had died down, the admonitions delivered
by Herr Biirckel and the Fiihrer himself with regard to reprisals and
anonymous or false denunciations are said to have had some effect.
It seemed probable that when the change of regime was completed
anti-Nazis would be treated no worse, if no better, than in the rest
of Germany, and that meanwhile they would have some of the
advantages which the year of transition was intended to secure for

1  Op. dt.t pp. 134-5. For a memorandum of the 18th January on the subject
of refugees, addressed by the Trench Government to the League Secretary-
General, see op. A, pp. 276-7.

2  Text in op. e&, p. 137.